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Foreword

This brochure showcases the presence and impact of the European investors 
in Cabo Verde. This analysis, made by the EU mission to Cabo Verde, contains 
indicative data, provided on a voluntary basis by the companies, on key EU-

Cabo Verde partners; investment characteristics; economic impact; Corporate Social 
Responsibility; barriers and opportunities for investment.

The European Union and Cabo Verde have been close partners for more than 14 years, 
since the signature of the Special Partnership in 2007. Since then, both have been working 
hand in hand, bringing prosperity to its citizens and building a close relationship in political, 
social, cultural and economic matters.

As the country’s largest trading and investment partner, the European Union wishes to 
promote a favorable business climate to foster a sustainable and inclusive economy. To 
this end, mapping out the  EU business presence in- country is a step towards strengthening 
the potential of the private sector in the Cabo Verdean economy, in line with the national 
«Cabo Verde 2030 ambition» and EU-Africa Partnership for Sustainable Growth and Jobs. 

By identifying and analysing the presence of the European investors in the archipelago, we 
can develop, together with the Government and the main stakeholders, instruments and 
mechanisms to promote public-private dialogue and takle investment barriers. This will 
help us to achieve a more dynamic and diversified economy, where the private sector can 
strengthen inclusive growth and sustainable jobs.

I wish to express my appreciation to the EU Member-States, Cabo Verdean institutions, 
business support organizations, private companies and staff that contributed to this product. 
I trust this brochure will be instrumental in improving the effectiveness of our 
support to the national economy. 

Enjoy the reading!

“
“

Sofia Moreira de Sousa
Head of Delegation
to CABO VERDE
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EU-CABO VERDE ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

european union

POPULATION
445 million

GDP

eur 17,000 billion
CVE 1,880,000 billion

GDP PER CAPITA

eur 41,000
CVE 4.5 million

CABO VERDE EXPORTS to the world 

CABO VERDE EXPORTS to the eu

eu EXPORTS to cabo verde

Source: 2020 World Bank and Eurostat

CABO VERDE

POPULATION
549,935

GDP

eur 1.6 billion
CVE 176 billion

GDP PER CAPITA

eur 3,024
CVE 333,464

SPAIN 
eur 65,132,329
cve 7.2 billion

75%

SPAIN 
eur 78,585,072
cve 8 billion

15%

PORTUGAL 
eur 12,157,355
cve 1.3 billion

14%

PORTUGAL 
eur 300,914,535
cve 33 billion

58%

GERMANY 
eur 615,782
cve 68 million

1%

netherlands 
eur 57,231,748
cve 6.5 billion

11%

ITALY 
eur 7,466,144
cve 823 million

9%

ITALY 
eur 28,673,651
cve 3 billion

6%

 0.5% TAIWAN

CHINA 0.1%

EU    95%

GUINEA BISSAU 0,2%

GAMBIA 0,2%

ALGERIA 0,2%

US   3%
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Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

The figures showcase the replies from 103 respondents to a survey from Feb to May 2021.  
The estimated EU27 FDI 2016-2020 in Cabo Verde is: Spain 72%; Portugal 21% ; and Italy 7%.  

Source: IDE/quadros estatisticos www.bcv.pt

EU COMPANIES IN CABO VERDE

Firms country of origin
Firms with EU shareholders, 
capital or registration

investment country of origin

THE NETHERLANDS   1%

THE NETHERLANDS  0,1%

PORTUGAL 54%

PORTUGAL   25%

BELGIUM   3%

BELGIUM  0,2%

denmark   2%

denmark  0,3%

sweden   1%

 15% SPAIN

 57%   SPAIN

 19% italy

 18%   italy

   1%  GERMANY
FRANce   4%

FRANce    5%
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EU shareholders
or capital87% EU headquarters22%

EU company turnover

BIG
>2508%

MICRO
<1039%SMALL

<5039%

MEDIUM
<25014%

< €1M45%

< €10M45%

> €10M10%

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

EU REGISTRATION19%

Established 
for >10Y

51%

Established 
for 5-10Y

36%

Established 
for <5Y

13%

EU company size

relation with the eu

EU company location EU company establishment

boa vista   5%

12% sao vicente

SAL  27%

SANTIAGO  52%

FOGO   1%
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to explore 
the local 
market

47%

to explore 
the INTERNATIONAL
MARKET

44%

to explore 
the REGIONAL
MARKET

8%

Importance of The 
local market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

23%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

13%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

64%

Importance of The 
REGIONAL market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

41%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

25%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

34%

The local market in 5 years

TOUGHER

17%
THE SAME

26%
FAIR 

GROWTH

16%
HIGh 

GROWTH

41%

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

10% 
relatives

friends or 
close 

relationships

40% 
company
profits

12% 
headquarters 

funds

52% 
local banks/

financial  
institutions

18% 
Private equity/

venture  
capital funds

6% 
international 

credit lines

12% 
international 

banks/
financial  

institutions

investment motivation

market outlook from EU companies

EU companies financial capital (source)



Source: 2021 EU investment mapping
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ANNUAL TURNOVER
eur 838,766,575
CVE 92.5 billion

TAXES PAID ANNUALLY
eur 84,651,081
CVE 9.3 billion

INVESTMENT PLACED
eur 682,825,815
CVE 75 billion
INVESTMENT foreseen (2021-2025) 
eur 1,024,665,085
CVE 112 billion

EMPLOYEES
17,551
LOCAL EMPLOYEES
85,7%
WOMEN EMPLOYEES
35%
LOCAL SUPPLIERS
2,787

	

Green actions 
carbon footprint, 
environment & biodiversity
Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

4
EUR 14,065

CVE 1.5 million

Social actions 
labor policies and fair trade

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

2
EUR 8,523

CVE 939,831

2
EUR 26,659

CVE 3 million

FRESH AGRO PRODUCTS & FISHERIES
7%

PROCESSED AGRO PRODUCTS & FISHERIES
7%

CHEMICALS
2%

Health & social services
4%

COMPUTERS & it services 
1%

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
3%

MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTURING
5%

Wood & paper
1%

Yarn, fabrics, textiles  or leather
3%

computer & electronics
1%

Construction & engineering services
10%

DISTRIBUTION SERVICES
1%

legal SERVICES
2%

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
5%

Accountancy & financial services
5%

TOURISM SERVICES
30%

TRANSPORT equipment
1%

TRANSPORT services
9%

innovation actions 
Training and R&D

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

Annual  actions
per firm

8TOTAL CSR annual budget
per firm

EUR 49,248
CVE 5,5 million

ECONOMIC IMPACT SOCIAL IMPACT

economic activity

corporate social responsibility

OIL & GAS 
1%

non electric machinery
1%



Source: 2020 EU investment mapping
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covid impact on FIRMS (% of firms affected)

missing 
goods /services 

21%
own production  

losses / sick employees
21%

cancellation 
of orders

44%
deferred / cancelled  

investments  
39%

DECREASE IN  demand for  
products and services

64%

liquidity 
constraints

49%

BARRIERS TO FIRMS (ranking of importance)

SUCCESS STORIES ON IMPROVING THE BUSINESS CLIMATE

problems in the 
supply chain / logistics

25%

Business Simplification
The EU funded a platform in Mauritius that set up an 
online single-entry point for businesses. As a result, 
the number of business permit applications and the 
time taken to obtain business licences and permits was 
reduced.

Trade regulations
The EU funded an Investment Promotion and Business 
Linkages project, implemented in partnership 
with the Association of Ghana Industries (AGI), to 
support the export readiness of Ghanaian SMEs. It 
strengthens their business profile, the due diligence 
processes, understanding the buyer requirements and 
negotiations with importers and buyers.

Public private dialogue
The European Business Group was formed in early 
2015, with EU Support, and is a strategic partner for 
improving Tanzania’s business climate and promoting 
trade and investment between Europe and the East 
African country. This group increased the exchange 
information and experience, and carry out advocacy and 
lobby activities together under one common “European 
businesses” banner.

Customs Procedures
The EU funded in Cote d’Ivoire a project that supported 
the simplification and transparency of customs 
procedures. As a result, import delays improved 
from 864 hours in 2011 to 125 hours in 2016. Exports 
and Côte d’Ivoire’s share in world exports have both 
increased.

Tax policy and administrative 
procedures

Scarce business simplification

1

7

Unclear Trade regulation 
and policy

Ineffective governance, rule of law, 
justice & anticorruption practices

Labour Law, employment policy & 
inadequate capacity building

3

9

5

Insufficient Public-private 
dialogue

Insufficient infrastructure policy 
and regulation incl. energy

2

8

Macroeconomic instability

Underperforming Commercial 
Justice and dispute resolutions

Difficult Access to finance

4

10

6



PORTUGAL 71%

 29% SPAIN
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EU INVESTMENT mapping PER SECTOR

agriculture

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

Firms country of origin

relation with the eu

EU shareholders
or capital93% EU headquarters27% EU REGISTRATION27%

ANNUAL TURNOVER
eur 395,974,917
CVE 43.5 billion

TAXES PAID ANNUALLY
eur 32,040,188
CVE 3.5 billion

INVESTMENT PLACED
eur 97,830,000
CVE 11 billion
INVESTMENT foreseen (2021-2025) 
eur 11,530,000
CVE 1.2 million

LOCAL EMPLOYEES
70.1%

WOMEN EMPLOYEES
19%

jobs
6,820

fresh agro products 
& fisheries  53%

processed agro products 
& fisheries  47%

key sectorseconomic and 
SOCIAL IMPACT



EU companies financial capital (source)
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to explore 
the INTERNATIONAL 
market

53%

to explore 
the LOCAL
MARKET

33%

to explore 
the REGIONAL
MARKET

20%

Importance of The 
local market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

27%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

7%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

73%

Importance of The 
REGIONAL market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

33%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

20%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

47%

The local market in 5 years

TOUGHER

33%
THE SAME

58%
FAIR 

GROWTH

8%
HIgh 

GROWTH

0%

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

7% 
headquarters 

funds

67% 
local banks/

financial  
institutions

20% 
Private equity/

venture  
capital funds

7% 
international 

credit lines

27% 
international 

banks/
financial  

institutions

investment motivation

market outlook from EU companies

40% 
company
profits



Source: 2021 EU investment mapping
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Green actions 
carbon footprint, 
environment & biodiversity
Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

1
EUR 62,667

CVE 7 million

Social actions 
labor policies and fair trade

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

1
EUR 26,667

CVE 3 million

1
EUR 170,500

CVE 19 million

innovation actions 
Training and R&D

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

Annual  actions
per firm

3TOTAL CSR annual budget
per firm

EUR 259,833
CVE 28.5 million

missing goods / services 
60%

own production losses / 
sick employees

40%

cancellation of orders
47%

deferred / 
cancelled investments

7%

liquidity constraints
47%

problems in the  
supply chain / logistics

47%

processed agro products  33%

BARRIERS TO FIRMS (ranking of importance )

covid impact on FIRMS (% of firms affected)

corporate social responsibility

1

7

3

9

5

2

8

4

10

6

Tax policy and administrative 
procedures

Scarce business simplification Unclear Trade regulation 
and policy

Ineffective governance, rule of law, 
justice & anticorruption practices

Labour Law, employment policy & 
inadequate capacity building

Insufficient Public-private 
dialogue

Insufficient infrastructure policy 
and regulation incl. energy

Macroeconomic instability

Underperforming Commercial 
Justice and dispute resolutions

Difficult Access to finance
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EU INVESTMENT mapping PER SECTOR
industry

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

Firms country of origin

relation with the eu
 
EU shareholders
or capital82% EU headquarters18% EU REGISTRATION12%

PORTUGAL 71%
 21% italy

ANNUAL TURNOVER
eur 16,276,817
CVE 2 billion

TAXES PAID ANNUALLY
eur 2,713,309
CVE 310 million

INVESTMENT PLACED
eur 11,344,267
CVE 1.25 billion
INVESTMENT foreseen (2021-2025) 
eur 8,225,000
CVE 906 million 

LOCAL EMPLOYEES
97.5%

WOMEN EMPLOYEES
69.3%

jobs
651

key sectorsMiscellaneous 
manufacturing 29%

Construction  
materials 18%

chemicals 12%

Clothing, yarn, fabrics,  
textiles or leather 18%

6% Computers & electronics

6% Transport equipment

6% Wood & paper

economic and 
SOCIAL IMPACT

  7%   SPAIN

6%  NON-ELECTRIC    	
          MACHINERY
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to explore 
the INTERNATIONAL 
market

47%

to explore 
the LOCAL
MARKET

47%

to explore 
the REGIONAL
MARKET

6%

Importance of The 
local market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

18%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

24%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

59%

Importance of The 
REGIONAL market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

47%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

41%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

24%

The local market in 5 years

TOUGHER

20%
THE SAME

27%
FAIR 

GROWTH

33%
HIGh 

GROWTH

20%

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

18
relatives

friends or 
close 

relationships

47% 
company
profits

41% 
local banks/

financial  
institutions

12% 
Private equity/

venture  
capital funds

6% 
international 

banks/
financial  

institutions

investment motivation

market outlook from EU companies

EU companies financial capital (source)
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Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

covid impact on FIRMS (% of firms affected)

missing goods / services 
18%

own production losses /
 sick employees

18%

cancellation of orders
41%

deferred / 
cancelled investments

24%

liquidity constraints
41%

problems in the  
supply chain / logistics

18%

Green actions 
carbon footprint, 
environment & biodiversity
Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

0
EUR 2,647

CVE 291,885

Social actions 
labor policies and fair trade

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

0
EUR 2,176

CVE 239,948

2
EUR 1,471

CVE 162,207

innovation actions 
Training and R&D

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

Annual  actions
per firm

2TOTAL CSR annual budget
per firm

EUR 6,294
CVE 763,509

corporate social responsibility

BARRIERS TO FIRMS (ranking of importance )

1

7 Unclear Trade regulation 
and policy

3

9

5

2

8

Labour Law, employment policy & 
inadequate capacity building

Insufficient Public-private 
dialogue 4

10

6

Difficult Access to finance Insufficient infrastructure policy 
and regulation incl. energy

Scarce business simplification Underperforming Commercial 
Justice and dispute resolutions

Tax policy and administrative 
procedures

Ineffective governance, rule of law, 
justice & anticorruption practices Macroeconomic instability
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EU INVESTMENT mapping PER SECTOR
services

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

relation with the eu

france   6%

 
EU shareholders
or capital88% EU headquarters24% EU REGISTRATION19%

PORTUGAL 45%

sweden   2%

 14% SPAIN

 23% italy

ANNUAL TURNOVER
eur 426,484,841
CVE 47 billion

TAXES PAID ANNUALLY
eur 49,895,583
CVE 5.5 billion

INVESTMENT PLACED
eur 573,651,548
CVE 63 billion
INVESTMENT foreseen (2021-2025) 
eur 1,004,910,085
CVE 111 billion

LOCAL EMPLOYEES
95.6%

WOMEN EMPLOYEES
43%

jobs
10,080

key sectors
tourism services 44%

construction &  
engineering 15%

transport services 14%

Accountancy & financial services 7% 7% Energy & environmental services

6% health & social services

3% legal services

1% oil & gas
1% computer and it services

economic and 
SOCIAL IMPACT

THE NETHERLANDS   2%

BELGIUM   5%

denmark   3%

Firms country of origin

   2%  GERMANY

1% distribution services
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to explore 
the local 
market

49%

to explore 
the INTERNATIONAL
MARKET

43%

to explore 
the REGIONAL
MARKET

7%

Importance of The 
local market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

24%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

13%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

64%

Importance of The 
REGIONAL market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

43%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

24%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

33%

The local market in 5 years

TOUGHER

20%
THE SAME

38%
FAIR 

GROWTH

24%
HIGh 

GROWTH

18%

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

11% 
relatives

friends or 
close 

relationships

40% 
company
profits

17% 
headquarters 

funds

54% 
local banks/

financial  
institutions

18% 
Private equity/

venture  
capital funds

7% 
international 

credit lines

11% 
international 

banks/
financial  

institutions

investment motivation

market outlook from EU companies

EU companies financial capital (source)
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Ineffective governance, rule of law, 
justice & anticorruption practices

Difficult Access to financeLabour Law, employment policy & 
inadequate capacity building

Unclear Trade regulation 
and policy

Insufficient Public-private 
dialogue

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

covid impact on FIRMS (% of firms affected)

corporate social responsibility

Green actions 
carbon footprint, 
environment & biodiversity
Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

5
EUR 7,222

CVE 796,370

Social actions 
labor policies and fair trade

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

1
EUR 6,597

CVE 727,451

2
EUR 4,375

CVE 482,431

innovation actions 
Training and R&D

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

Annual  actions
per firm

8TOTAL CSR annual budget
per firm

EUR 18,194
CVE 2 million

missing goods / services 
17%

own production losses / 
sick employees

18%

cancellation of orders
43%

deferred / 
cancelled investments

15%

liquidity constraints
53%

problems in the  
supply chain / logistics

24%

BARRIERS TO FIRMS (ranking of importance )

1

7

3

9

5

2

8

4

10

6

Tax policy and administrative 
procedures

Scarce business simplification Insufficient infrastructure policy 
and regulation incl. energy

Macroeconomic instability

Underperforming Commercial 
Justice and dispute resolutions
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EU INVESTMENT mapping ON fisheries

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

Firms country of origin

relation with the eu
 
EU shareholders
or capital100% EU headquarters40% EU REGISTRATION40%

PORTUGAL 40%

ANNUAL TURNOVER
eur 326,411,089
CVE 36 billion

TAXES PAID ANNUALLY
eur 21,648,073
CVE 2.5 billion

INVESTMENT PLACED
eur 75,650,000
CVE 8.5 billion
INVESTMENT foreseen (2021-2025) 
eur 5,320,000
CVE 586.5 million 

LOCAL EMPLOYEES
69,1%

WOMEN EMPLOYEES
18%

jobs
6,558

key sectorseconomic and 
SOCIAL IMPACT

 60% SPAIN

fresh agro products 
& fisheries  40%

processed agro products 
& fisheries  60%
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to explore 
the INTERNATIONAL 
market

100%

to explore 
the REGIONAL
MARKET

0%

to explore 
the LOCAL
MARKET

0%

Importance of The 
local market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

80%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

0%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

20%

Importance of The 
REGIONAL market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

40%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

20%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

40%

The local market in 5 years

TOUGHER

0%
THE SAME

100%
FAIR 

GROWTH

0%
HIGh 

GROWTH

0%

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

investment motivation

market outlook from EU companies

EU companies financial capital (source)

40% 
company
profits

20% 
headquarters 

funds

60% 
local banks/

financial  
institutions

40% 
Private equity/

venture  
capital funds

20% 
international 

credit lines

40% 
international 

banks/
financial  

institutions
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Insufficient Public-private 
dialogue

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

covid impact on FIRMS (% of firms affected)

missing goods / services 
40%

own production losses / 
sick employees

60%

cancellation of orders
20%

deferred / 
cancelled investments

20%

liquidity constraints
20%

problems in the  
supply chain / logistics

60%

Green actions 
carbon footprint, 
environment & biodiversity
Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

1
EUR 34,000

CVE 4 million

Social actions 
labor policies and fair trade

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

1
EUR 30,000

CVE 3.3 million

1
EUR 8,500

CVE 937,295

innovation actions 
Training and R&D

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

Annual  actions
per firm

3TOTAL CSR annual budget
per firm

EUR 72,500
CVE 8 million

corporate social responsibility

BARRIERS TO FIRMS (ranking of importance )

1

7

Unclear Trade regulation 
and policy3

9

5

2

8

Labour Law, employment policy & 
inadequate capacity building

4

10

6

Difficult Access to finance

Insufficient infrastructure policy 
and regulation incl. energy

Scarce business simplification

Underperforming Commercial 
Justice and dispute resolutions

Tax policy and administrative 
procedures

Ineffective governance, rule of law, 
justice & anticorruption practicesMacroeconomic instability
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EU INVESTMENT mapping ON tourism

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

relation with the eu

france   7%

 
EU shareholders
or capital88% EU headquarters9% EU REGISTRATION9%

PORTUGAL 40%

10%  SPAIN

 33% italy

ANNUAL TURNOVER
eur 326,411,089
CVE 36 billion

TAXES PAID ANNUALLY
eur 21,648,073
CVE 2.5 billion

INVESTMENT PLACED
eur 72,650,000
CVE 8 billion
INVESTMENT foreseen (2021-2025) 
eur 5,320,000
CVE 586.5 million

LOCAL EMPLOYEES
69,1%

WOMEN EMPLOYEES
18%

jobs
6,558

key sectorseconomic and 
SOCIAL IMPACT

THE NETHERLANDS   3%

denmark   3%

Firms country of origin

   3%  GERMANY

TOURISM SERVICES 100%
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to explore 
the INTERNATIONAL 
market

59%

to explore 
the LOCAL
MARKET

38%

to explore 
the REGIONAL
MARKET

3%

Importance of The 
local market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

31%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

13%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

63%

Importance of The 
REGIONAL market  

for firms

LITTLE IMPORTANCE

47%
AVERAGE IMPORTANCE

28%
IMPORTANT OR
VERY IMPORTANT

31%

The local market in 5 years

TOUGHER

19%
THE SAME

38%
FAIR 

GROWTH

15%
HIGh 

GROWTH

27%

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

22% 
relatives

friends or 
close 

relationships

47% 
company
profits

6% 
headquarters 

funds

63% 
local banks/

financial  
institutions

25% 
Private equity/

venture  
capital funds

6% 
international 

credit lines

6% 
international 

banks/
financial  

institutions

investment motivation

market outlook from EU companies

EU companies financial capital (source)
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Unclear Trade regulation 
and policy

Macroeconomic instability

Difficult Access to finance

Ineffective governance, rule of law, 
justice & anticorruption practices

Insufficient infrastructure policy 
and regulation incl. energy

Source: 2021 EU investment mapping

covid impact on FIRMS (% of firms affected)

corporate social responsibility

Green actions 
carbon footprint, 
environment & biodiversity
Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

7
EUR 5,703

CVE 628,870

Social actions 
labor policies and fair trade

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

2
EUR 4,668

CVE 514,740

2
EUR 2,969

CVE 327,392

innovation actions 
Training and R&D

Annual  actions per firm
annual budget per firm

Annual  actions
per firm

11TOTAL CSR annual budget
per firm

EUR 13,359
CVE 1.5 million

missing goods / services 
22%

own production losses / 
sick employees

16%

cancellation of orders
63%

deferred / cancelled investments
22%

liquidity constraints
72%

problems in the  
supply chain / logistics

16%

BARRIERS TO FIRMS (ranking of importance )

1

7

3

9

5

2

8

4

10

6

Underperforming Commercial 
Justice and dispute resolutions

Labour Law, employment policy & 
inadequate capacity building

Insufficient Public-private 
dialogue

Scarce business simplification

Tax policy and administrative 
procedures
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*The Export Potential Indicator (EPI) identifies products in which the exporting country has already proven to be internationally competitive 
& which have good prospects of export success in new or existing target markets. The criteria to calculate the EPI are the export 
performance, target market’s demand & tariff conditions as well as bilateral links between the exporting country & target market.

Source: 2020 Eurostat and ITC Market Intelligence tools

EU-CABO VERDE TRADE OPPORTUNITIES

from CABO VERDE to the EU

JERSEYS

POLYPHOSPHORIC/ 
Phosphoric acid

Potassium chloride for 
fertiliser use

Nitrate of potassium

Women’s trousers 
& shorts of cotton

Women’s trousers &  
shorts of synthetic fibres

T-shirts & vests, knit/
crochet

14.1M 44.9M

500K

1.1M

30.1M

15.7M

14M

6.5M

16.3M

9.5M

11M

7.3M

7.4M

6.7M

CARS

MEDICAMENTS

BARLEY

CERAMICS

VACCINES

FOOD PREPARATION

LIVE SHEEP

171M 321M

243M

59M

203M

43M

115M

49M

91M

44M

39.3M

55M

68M

13,6M

TRUCKS  <5T

FOOD PREPARATION FOR 
INFANT USE

AIRPLANE/HELICOPTER PARTS

POTATOES  
(PREPARED OR PRESERVED)

28M 32M

25.5M 30M

20M

35M

44M

18.6M

from EU to CABO VERDE

ACTUAL EXPORTS

ACTUAL EXPORTS

UNTAPPED POTENTIAL

UNTAPPED POTENTIAL
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Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP+)
What is the GSP?
The Generalised Scheme of Preferences is a trade 
instrument that provides to developing countries the 
opportunity to export their products with reduced or no 
tariff rates. This allows low-income countries to promote 
and diversify their economies and create quality jobs.

What is the “+”?
The «+» is the «mechanism» to support developing 
countries and reinforce their commitment to 27 
international conventions, for example on human and 
labour rights, environmental protection, and good 
governance. In broader words, the “+” supports and 
recognises countries that keep up with similar values as 
the European Union ones.

How is it monitored?
The European Union has strict evaluation criteria for 
understanding whether states under GSP+ meet the 
goals to which they have voluntarily committed. The 
monitoring criteria are as follows: upholding international 
conventions, ensuring their effective implementation, 
meeting reporting requirements, accepting periodic 
monitoring, and cooperating with the European 
Commission by providing all necessary information.

What are the advantage to Cabo Verde?
The GSP+ promotes economic growth and development 
in low-income countries, always taking into consideration 
the sustainability of these processes. It allows the 

diversification of the economies of the beneficiary states 
and exemption from customs duties on their exports to 
European territory.

Currently, there are only eight (8) countries that meet the 
requirements to be eligible for GSP+, Cabo Verde being 
one of them and the only one in the African continent. 
This shows that Cabo Verde has been an example in the 
protection of civil, political, economic and social rights, 
and is also an example in the region in terms of protection 
of LGBTQI+ rights. 

How can my enterprise benefit from the 
GSP+?
Any enterprise located in Cabo Verde and exporting to 
the European Union can benefit from this instrument if 
the product «originates» from Cabo Verde, and as long as 
Cabo Verde is eligible (meets the goals to which it has 
committed).

What is the rule of origin ?
Origin is the ‘economic’ nationality of goods traded in 
commerce. It is the origin that determines which duties 
apply to your product when it enters the EU market. The 
rules of origin are used to determine whether a product is 
sufficiently linked to the country from which it is exported 
to say that it ‘originates’ from there. To benefit from the 
GSP+ preferential tariff when exporting to the EU, the 
product must «originate» from GSP country according to 
the GSP’s rules of origin. 

1 2 3

13 14 15

7 8 9

19 20 21

prevention and punishment 
of the crime of genocide

ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION Civil and Political Rights

Respect of Employment and 
Occupation

Minimum Age for Admission to 
Employment

Elimination of the Worst Forms 
of Child Labour

Convention on the Rights of the 
Child

Forced or Compulsory 
Labour Freedom of Association

Convention on Biological 
Diversity UN Convention on Climate Change 

Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety

4 5 6

16 17 18

10 11 12

22 23 24

25 26 27

Economic Social 
and Cultural Rights

Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women  Convention Against Torture

International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora

Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer

Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous 
Wastes

Right to Organise and
to Bargain Collectively

Equal Remuneration of Men 
and Women Workers

Abolition of Forced Labour

Stockholm Convention on persistent 
Organic Pollutants

Kyoto Protocol  on climate 
change

UN Single Convention on 
Narcotic Drugs

UN Convention on Psychotropic 
Substances

un Convention against Illicit 
Traffics

UN Convention against Cor-
ruption



The Trade & Private Sector Development & Engagement (TPSD) Facility is an on-demand advisory service managed by the 
department for International Partnerships (DG INTPA). It was launched in 2017, to increase the capacity of partner countries & 
European Union (EU) staff in Delegations & Headquarters to understand & implement private sector & trade policy orientations & 
further improve the quality of INTPA interventions.

The team of experts provides technical assistance, knowledge management & communication support to EU staff. In 3 years, 
the TPSD Facility conducted 38 short term missions in 29 countries, dealing with value chain analyses, feasibility studies for the 
operationalisation of the External Investment Plan, the state of play of public-private & private sector mappings, including the 
EU investor mappings. This work has provided EU Delegations with valuable data & indications to tackle the issues refraining 
investment and promoting projects on cross-cutting key issues for the private sector such as access to finance or digitalisation.

This brochure has been put together by the Trade and Private Sector Development Facility.
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